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Exceptional vehicles from an exceptional dealership.

Our smallest SUV is the next big thing.
(We don’t make a next-best thing.)
The All-New 2015 GLA-Class

We invite you to test drive one today.

Serving Our Community Since 1956

5570 Monroe St. • Sylvania, OH
419-885-5111 • www.vindevers.com

The all-new 2015 Audi Q3

Impressive agility, dynamic design

Starting at $32,500*

Magna Society

Audi Sylvania

5570 Monroe St. | Sylvania, OH
419-885-5111
www.sylvaniaaudi.com
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*Prices listed are the Manufacturer’s Suggested Retail Price for the vehicle and options
chosen by you. These prices do not include transportation, taxes, title, other options,
dealer installation costs, or other dealer charges. Dealers set actual prices.
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Porsche Club of America.
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Tom and Deb Isley
2847 Secretariat Rd.
Toledo, Ohio 43615
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derruckspiegel@bex.net

Advertising Rates
All rates are for 1 year:
Business card $60.00
Quarter page $150.00
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$200.00
Full page
$300.00
Check or money order made out to MVRPCA must accompany request. Please call
for shorter intervals.
Deadline for copy is the 15th of the month
for the next month’s issue.
Material from der RÜCKSPIEGEL
may be reprinted (except for ads)
provided proper credit is given to the
author and the source. Copy is the
responsibility of the advertiser.

Photo on cover: Outgoing President
Diane Schoen and Husband Jim
Photo by Jeane Krauser

der RÜCKSPIEGEL is the official
publication of the Maumee Valley
Region, Porsche Club of America.
Opinions stated are those of the authors
and do not necessarily represent the
position of the Maumee Valley Region or
Porsche Club of America. Back issues of
der RÜCKSPIEGEL are available at
http://mm.pca.org/newsletters.htm.
Historical newsletters (May 1972December 1975) are also available,
thanks to our club historian, Bill Bauman.
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The
Open
Road

know if you are willing to assist at any
of these events. Remember PCA’s new
motto is: “Fueled by Volunteers”
Our next event is the Social gathering at
Spicy Tuna on Airport Highway in
Holland. See page 10 for details. The
February event will be euchre party
with a chili cook off at the Schoen’s.
Time to break out that chili recipe you
have been wanting to try.

The holiday party was another success
this year. The 2015 Social Committee
did a superb job making the
arrangements for the event. Thanks to
Beth and her team. At the party we
gladly opened our wallets and raised
money to support our charity, The
Toledo School for the Arts.

Flash your headlights at a fellow
Porsche owner on the road!! Keep the
kindred spirit alive!!
…..the editor

Thanks to some heavy arm twisting, we
now have filled some much needed
officer positions. Dianne Schoen has
finished her stint as President and will
be turning over to Todd Mierzwiak. Lee
Burlingame will be replaced as Vice
President by Tom Woodruff, and Adam
Cufr will be taking over as Secretary
from Jim Schoen. Jeff Volmar has
stayed on as Treasure. We are all
looking forward to another great year
with the new team of officers. We also
have a new Social Chair as Kim Harris
takes over from Beth Stewart.
Now that we have a full slate of officers
we still need to fill one of our other
volunteer positions. We have been in
need of a Webmaster for some time.
Please consider this position if you
would like to assist the club in moving
forward.
The social calendar has been filled out
for 2016. Check the calendar on page
13 to see all of the great events that are
planned. Be sure to let Beth or Todd
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From The Podium
By Diane Schoen

December 2015,
WOW! The
Holiday Season is
upon us and I
would like to wish
everyone a very
Merry Christmas
and a Happy New
Year!
This will be my final article as your
president, but I will do my best to get
one together every now and then for
Tom. January is right around the corner
and with that not only a new year, but
all new MVR officers as well. I'd like to
welcome Todd Mierzwiak back as your
new MVR president. Todd is very
involved in DE's and I know he will
bring his knowledge & experience with
him into his presidency for all MVR
members. I know with many of the
newer members joining, the DE's are
becoming very popular again. I know
that with Todd, Craig, Mike & Tony
working together, we can have another
successful MVR hosted DE this coming
year at Grattan. The newer, faster cars
that Porsche is coming out with is
making DE's an exciting challenge for
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all, be safe in your 2016 driving
adventures. Todd won't be the only new
committee face that you'll see running
things these next couple of years. Tom
Woodruff will be taking over as MVR
vice- president, Adam Cufr will be the
new secretary, and Kim Harris as your
social chair. I wish you all luck in your
new positions.
As your MVR president I would like to
bid farewell to you all, but look forward
to joining you again as a MVR member
at many of our 2016 & future social &
driving events! It truly has been my
honor to have served as your president.
Blink, Blink,
Diane

Our longtime Webmaster,
Janet Sternfeld, would like to
retire from the job and is looking for someone to take over the
site. Knowledge of HTML and
CSS is essential. Here's your
chance to be creative and give
MVR a new Web site design!
(Or you can simply maintain
the existing site as is.) Email
Janet at genie10@aol.com
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2015 Charity Results
By Deb Isley
Photos by Laura Valentine and Jeanne Krauser
Thank you all for supporting the charity
activities of 2015! The Maumee Valley
Region raised $2021.25 that included
the charity event subsidy from the
Porsche Club of America National
Office! The check will be presented to
Dave Gierke, Director of Development,
Toledo School for the Arts (TSA), at
the Jan. 14th social event.
The charity activities included a 50/50
raffle at the Mon Ami event in August,
which raised $96.25. Thank you to all
who bought tickets!

Thank you to the donors of these baskets and items!
Germain Porsche of Ann Arbor
Toledo School for the Arts (made the
glass pieces for the auction)
Bob & Kim Harris
Ron Seiden & Jeannette Forrester
Tom & Deb Isley

Todd & Sarah Mierzwiak
Bob Ponzi & Catherine Smillie
Barney & Beth Stewart
Mike & Laura Valentine
Dave & Evie Zimmerman

On Nov. 13th, Maumee Valley Region
members participated in a raffle and
silent auction of seventeen baskets to
support our charity, Toledo School for
the Arts.
A few members gave a monetary
donation to TSA to help with the cost of
the materials for the glass pieces. TSA
students made fifteen wonderful bowls
and plates that were included in the
baskets. Some of the basket themes
were Ohio State Loyal Fans, Porsche
(Continued on page 8)
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Colors Made for You, Day in the Park,
Trunk of Gold, Grape Minds, Martini
Bar, Golf Outing, and Car Care.
Germain Porsche of Ann Arbor
surprised MVR with a special auction
item, a day on the track at the Porsche
Experience Center in Atlanta, Georgia!
The lucky winner is Dave Zimmerman!!
Thanks to the MVR ladies who helped
with the finishing touches and more on
the baskets: Yvonne Burlingame,
Charlotte Cryan, Kim Harris, Sarah
Mierzwiak, Beth Stewart, and Laura
Valentine. Thank you to the MVR
members who participated in the
auctioning & raffling of the baskets and
gave generously!

The winner of the trip to the Porsche Experience
Center provided by Porsche of Ann Arbor, Evie
and Dave Zimmerman
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The Last Turn – 200+ MPH IN A CARRERA GT
FLATSIXES.com by Leonard Turner

I’ve always been more of a
photographer than a driver, and 200
mph seemed pretty fast to me. Sure, the
917 had punched out some 240 mph at
Le Mans many years before on that
supremely long and then un-chicaned
back straight, but numbers above 200
were well beyond my experience or
expectation, even with someone else
doing the driving. Still, that was one of
the plans for that day at the huge old
abandoned Russian airbase just outside
of Berlin.
The occasion was the press launch of
the Carrera GT in late 2003, and the
unlikely site, with its decaying barracks

for now-departed military staff and
camouflaged bunkers for MIG fighters
standing alert, still offered high grade
concrete, and a lot of it. This was a
good thing; our ability to drive the cars
on the highway had been limited by a
previous press group (I’m not sure, but I
think they were from a country to the
south that strongly favors red cars).
These unbridled enthusiasts had already
trashed two Carrera GTs before we
arrived. Rumor was that one had been
wound up way too tight, and the other
had met an immovable object. So—for
us, less unmonitored street time and
more time on the runway with the
remaining cars.
(Continued on page 10)

9

der RÜCKSPIEGEL
(Continued from page 9)

I was quietly relieved that I wouldn’t be
expected to go out and push the GT to
its limits—it would have surely found
mine first. Porsche’s driver and
instructor for the day was ex-European
Rally champ Walter Röhrl, always one
of our favorite people on these trips,
and with thousands of development
miles under his belt. Completely
unflappable to the point of appearing to
believe that nothing could possibly go
wrong, he was nevertheless completely
focused in the car. Look at those eyes
and his demeanor in the image. This
man is not daydreaming.

We started our run well down the
runway, the building visible at the end
far away and tiny. It was a little bit like
falling out of a tree and watching the
ground come up to meet you; I don’t
remember ever seeing a small building
become so big (and solid!) in so short a
time. Just after the GPS speedometer
between my feet touched 335 kph, some
208 mph, Röhrl summoned the ceramic
brakes with nose-bleed effect to avoid a
home invasion, circled around and did it
back the other way. And he and the
Carrera GT did it over and over and
over. Impressive.

Maumee Valley Region – PCA
January Social Event
Thursday, January 14, 2016
6:00pm.

Spicy Tuna
7130 Airport Highway (at Holloway Rd)
Holland, OH 43528
RSVP to Kim Harris:
Email: kimberlydharris@sbcglobal.net
Phone: 419-861-0745
Text: 419-699-3042
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MVR/PCA Membership News
December 2015 - Club
Member Anniversaries
Jack and Linda Mechel
Richard and Susan Brown
Ed and Stephanie Streeter
Chris and Jeanne Krauser
David Kienzle
J Craig Griffis
Richard and Barbara Nolen
Tom and Millie Woodruff
Douglas and Leah Hileman
Peter and
Deborah Macdonald
Gene and
Kathleen Aufderhaar
Todd and Sarah Mierzwiak
Bradley and Louise White
Michael and Renee Carson
Lee and Yvonne Burlingame
Jay and Julie Achenbach

30 Years
28 Years
26 Years
19 Years
17 Years
17 Years
16 Years
15 Years
12 Years

New Members
No new members this month

12 Years
10 Years
10 Years
9 Years
8 Years
4 Years
2 Years

Ride with
the #1 car
insurer in

Maumee Valley Region Membership:
Primary Members 150
Affiliate Members 110
Total Members
260

OHIO.

Pete MacDonald, Agent
3545 Navarre Avenue
Oregon, OH 43616
Bus: 419-698-4393
petemacdonald.com

With competitive rates and
personal service, it’s no
wonder more drivers trust
State Farm .
Like a good neighbor,
State Farm is there.
®

®

CALL FOR A QUOTE 24/7.

1001142.1

12

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company
State Farm Indemnity Company
Bloomington, IL

If you are not currently receiving Social
Event e-mail updates, please contact
Beth Stewart at beths.mvrpca@bex.net.
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Maumee Valley Region Calendar of Events
Check our web site at www.mm.pca.org for the latest event information.
JANUARY
10
#Cars and Coffee
14
Dinner at Spicey Tuna
FEBRUARY
20
Schoen Home Party -Euchre
Tournament and Chili Cook
Off

JULY
9

Lederman Home Party

AUGUST
20
Schoen Home Party
SEPTEMBER
TBD
Golf Outing

MARCH
TBD

OCTOBER
22
Findlay Rod & Gun Club

APRIL
16 or
23
Laser Tag & Dinner

NOVEMBER
12 Stewart Planning Party

MAY
7
22

Kentucky Derby Party @
Germain Porsche
Mon Ami Driving Tour and
Brunch

JUNE
11
Zacharias Home Party

DECEMBER
2
Holiday Party at Glass
Pavilion

Note: All business meetings are held at
Vin Devers and start at 7PM.
New or revised events in BOLD
# Non-PCA events.

New Officers for 2016
As we say good by to 2015, we would
like to thank our President, Diane
Schoen and Vice President, Lee
Burlingame for all of there dedicated
time and support to our region over the
past 2 years.
Now it's time to welcome our new
Officers for 2016. President, Todd
Mierzwiak, who served as our President
6 years ago and did an outstanding job,
Vice President, Tom Woodruff who has

been a member since 2000 and served
as Secretary in the past and Secretary,
Adam Cufr. Adam is not only our new
secretary, but became one of our newest
members in August, when he purchased
his Millennium Violet ChromaFlair
2000 911 Carrera. We thank all of you
and look forward to the Regions
continued Leadership.
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Technical Q and A
By PCA Technical Committee

Windshield Washer Clogged
Question: I have a 1990 911, C2 with 96,000 miles. My passenger side windshield
washer line is partially clogged up. What is the best way to clear that? The driver's
side is not plugged.
Answer: Submitted by Chris Powell. You can clear it with a small needle, but be
aware that the most common problem is the check valve underneath the cowl. The
passenger side has an L-shaped white plastic piece located directly below the nozzle.

Rear End Clunking Noise on 996
Question: I have a 1999, 911 Carerra with about 46,000 miles. I have a distinct
engine/suspention/transmission "Clunk" I can't seem to trouble shoot. Both private
and Porsche mechanics and dealers have done their best and report that all the
suspect normal guilty bushings, mounts and fasters upon inspection and testing are
not warn or tight and otherwise "look good". The sound seems to come from the
lower rear when the car traverses uneven surfaces at slow speeds or when driving
over potholes/divits in the road. Are there any not so obvious cluprits you may have
found?
Answer: Submitted by Bill Burris. One thing that comes to mind - if you've really
checked all of the flexible suspension components carefully - is to consider the
engine/transmission mounts. These are well known replacement items and it could
be that the engine is simply bottoming out on the mounts, giving you a clunk noise
through the chassis when the suspension travel is substantial.

Boxster S Grinding Noise on Start-up
Question: My Boxster S, tiptronic with 95,000 miles has recently started making a
growling noise on startup. This noise lasts just a few seconds and only happens if
the car has been sitting for at least a number of hours. Is this a sign of the dreaded
IMS bearing failure?
Answer: Submitted by Daniel Cleary. Without hearing the noise I can only guess
that what you are hearing is your starter going bad. Generally if you have an engine
problem the noise doesn't go away. The starter is only engaged while you turn the
key to the start position. If you hear a strange spinning noise for a couple of seconds
after you release the key it a good bet the starter should be replaced.
(Continued on page 19)
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Odometer Not Working
Question: I own a 1997, 911 Carerra 4S. My odometer and trip meter stopped
working the last time I drove my car. Is this common? Does anyone know how to
fix this problem?
Answer #1: Submitted by Joel Reiser. This is not common at all. I would
recommend getting the car in to a qualified Porsche repair shop.
Answer #2: Submitted by Ansel Meadors. Yes, I think it is a common problem with
at least the 993. When mine stopped working several years ago I found that a lot of
people were having this problem. A little plastic gear in the VDO speedometer just
breaks and of course our friends at Porsche know it is a problem but do they hold
VDOs feet to the fire... No! They just let the customer hold the bag.
I fitted my speedo with a gear supplied by a guy in Chesepeak, Va (I think). Cost
less than $10. He makes them at his home/garage.

Air Conditioning Upgrade
Question: I have a 1981 911SC Targa with 66,000 miles that is in excellent original
condition except for a chain tensioner upgrade. The air conditioner works poorly
and I am about out of Freon R-12. I would like to switch to R-134 and update the air
conditioning (hoses, evaporator & etc). My question is will a compressor upgrade
from York to rotary reduce the value of the car since it clearly isn't original.
Answer: Submitted by Bill Burris. The question really comes down to whether or
not your SC is a concours car. It sounds as if you drive it (though the mileage is
very low) so you'll have to make the decision whether or not to sacrifice comfort for
points off in a concours. If you keep the R-12 system, you're facing an uphill battle
with the refrigerant since it is guaranteed to leak out - even seeping through the
flexible hoses - so all you can do is chase it. Migrating to an R-134a system is a
great investment if you want cold air, but you'll have to make the call. Air cooled
911's are getting so much money in the resale market right now I personally don't
think the compressor will make a bit of difference; you can always keep the original
parts if a future owner wants to restore it.
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Around the Zone
By Michael Soriano
Zone 4 Representative

On a beautiful and
unseasonably warm
Sunday, I joined
nearly 60 members
from the Motor-Stadt
region on their Fall
Color Tour that concluded at the Sandhill
Crane Vineyards in
Jackson, MI. The
event, which was
hosted by Okemos Auto Collection included lunch, a tour of the winery, and a
tasting. In addition, one lucky participant won an afternoon at the Porsche
Experience Center located at the new
headquarters for Porsche Cars North
America in Atlanta. A few weeks later,
I travelled to Cleveland to attend Northern Ohio Region’s Wine Train Excursion aboard the Cuyahoga Valley
Scenic Railway, an event so popular it
sold out. We were treated to a selection
of chef inspired appetizers as we tasted
a variety of wines. During the evening, I
presented several items to the region as
we celebrated their 55th Anniversary. It
was a pleasure to be able to help the region commemorate such an important
milestone.
I want to wish everyone a very happy
holiday season. We’ve had a lot of
progress and accomplishments over the
past 2 years, and I want to thank those
Region Officers and members that have
worked with me to help make Zone 4 a
success. I was honored to be invited to
and welcomed at so many wonderful
events throughout the zone. It has been
an important goal of mine to continue to
have our Zone work as 1 cohesive unit.
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Since each region is unique, a real effort
has been and will continue to be made
to promote each region’s signature
events throughout the zone thus providing a greater variety of activities to every Zone 4 member helping to enhance
their PCA experience.
During this past year, we have continued to improve the Zone 4 Website.
We also organized the first National
Concours Judges School ever to be held
in Zone 4, and as a result have nationally trained judges in nearly every region
in the zone. We have expanded the Club
Racing program and are looking to add
even more races in the coming years.
We have also greatly increased the
number of Street Survival programs; in
fact, Zone 4 hosts the most schools in
all of PCA, a fact I am very proud of
since this is such a beneficial program.
Just because we’ve put our cars away
for the winter, it does not mean that we
can’t experience the same camaraderie
and friendship enjoyed during the driving season. Many regions will be hosting Holiday Parties this month, and
what a great way to kick off the holidays by celebrating with your PCA
friends.
Looking ahead to 2016, plans are being
made for the PCA preview at the North
American International Auto Show in
Detroit. Information will be sent out
and/or posted as soon as details become
available. Please remember to check
your in boxes, region’s newsletter and
website, as well as the Zone 4 website
http://zone4.pca.org for the most up to
(Continued on page 21)
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(Continued from page 20)

date information about events available
to you. Also, consider attending other
regions’ events, such as:

•Northern Ohio Region’s Holiday Party at Crop Bistro is December 12
•December 12 is Western Michigan
Region’s December Appetizer Party

•Allegheny Region’s Annual Holiday
Party is December 5

•Maumee Valley Region’s Cocktail
Party at the Isleys is December 12

•December 5 is Rally Sport Region’s
Annual Holiday Party

•Central Indiana Region’s Annual
Holiday Gathering and Gift Exchange
is on December 13

•Mid-Ohio Region’s Holiday Party at
THE BOAT HOUSE at Confluence
Park is December 5
•Motor-Stadt Region’s Board Meeting
is December 8 at Spagnoulo’s in Okemos
•December 9 is Michiana Region’s
Business Meeting at Colombo’s
Restaurant

•On December 19, Southeast Michigan Region will be holding their Annual Holiday Party
If you have any questions or comments
please feel free to contact me at
MSoriano.ZoneRep@gmail.com
Thanks,
Michael
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Take charge of your dream
for a confident retirement.
The American dream is of a better future. I’m dedicated to helping you keep
that dream alive. By listening, planning, working with you one-on-one. I’ll
help you build a plan to retire your way, with confidence. Call me today at
419.843.3840 to get started.
J. CRAIG GRIFFIS
Branch Manager
Vice President
Monfort, Lapinto, Griffis & Associates
A financial advisory practice of
Ameriprise Financial Services, Inc.
2244 Centennial Rd
Toledo, OH 43617
419.843.3840
craig.griffis@ampf.com
ameripriseadvisors.com/
craig.griffis
CA Insurance #0129061
Investment advisory products and services are made available through Ameriprise Financial
Services, Inc., a registered investment adviser.
© 2015 Ameriprise Financial, Inc. All rights reserved. (7/15)
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Maumee Valley
Region Mart

Clean out your
garage.
Advertise here.

Reminder: Items for sale can also be sent to our Webmaster at genie10@aol.com
for those interested in putting their ad on the MVR web site.

1992 968 Coupe $14,500
Black/Gray. 120,000 miles 6 Spd. Stoddard re-paint, one hood flaw. Excellent
interior. New rod bearings, pan mods/pick up tube, bilstein coil-overs front/rear,
lindsey castor blocks, fan relay, hood struts. Engine strong, runs great, no leaks.
Like new cam and balance belts, cam belt tensioner, cam chain tensioner, rails,
chain, engine mounts, CV Joints, dist. cap, rotor, Racers Edge control arms, camber
plates, rear bushings. 27 mm front & 3 way rear with solid bush bars. Strut brace.
Steinel rebuilt diff with Torsen LS. Over $9000 in new or improved parts. 7.5 & 9 x
17 cup wheels, New Bridgestone S 04 225 & 255 x 17.
Call Chris at 419-215-8453 or contact at cpjmkrauser@juno.com
Garage Sale: 14 years of Excellence and Panorama magazines, Porsche books and
wall posters, model cars, ramps, jack and other misc. car items to be sold. Sale to
be held on Friday and Saturday, 8/22 and 8/23/14 from 9:00 am to 5:00 pm at 5918
Viramar Rd. Toledo 43611.

For sale
2 front rims 7"x 17" (55 offset )
2 rear rims 8.5"x17" (50 offset ).
Fits Boxster, very good condition, Porsche Factory Rims, twist style. $800.00
Boxster, track muffler, stainless, 2 outlets $80.00 (too loud for street use ).
Boxster, 1998 Porsche muffler $125.00
Jim Grabowski. jjgporsche@gmail.com
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WE BUY & SELL CLASSIC EUROPEAN/
AMERICAN CARS
REPAIR AND RESTORATION SERVICES
AUTOMOTIVE ART
CONTACT INFO:
Chuck Putsch, Partner/GM
419-618-3855 centralclassiccars.com
8444 W Central Ave., Sylvania, Ohio 43560
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Advertiser Index
Adams Laundry
Ameriprise Financial
Central Classic Cars
Dr Chip Repair
European AutoWerks
Optical Arts
PrintinGraphics
Porsche of Ann Arbor
Racer Parts Wholesale
State Farm Insurance
Steinel’s Autowerks
Tireman Service Center
Vin Devers Autohaus
Westgate Insurance
Yark BMW
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Address Service Requested

Tom and Deb Isley
2847 Secretariat Rd
Ottawa Hills, Ohio 43615
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